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Sunday 30th March – Mothering Sunday 
 
 9.30am Informal Service at Great Elm led by Richard King 
11.00am Holy Communion at Chantry led by David Gatliffe   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Mothering Sunday  
 
Collect 
God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence 
to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
First Reading:  Exodus 2:1-10  
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The 
woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, 
she hid him for three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a 
papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the 
child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister 
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her 
attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and 
sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was 
crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ 
she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a 
nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will 
give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the 
child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as 
her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the 
water.’ 
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OR 
1 Samuel 1:20-28  
In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for 
she said, ‘I have asked him of the Lord.’ 
The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the Lord the yearly 
sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her 
husband, ‘As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear 
in the presence of the Lord, and remain there for ever; I will offer him as a 
Nazirite for all time .’Her husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what seems best to 
you, wait until you have weaned him; only—may the Lord establish his word.’ 
So the woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned him. When 
she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old 
bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of 
the Lord at Shiloh; and the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull, 
and they brought the child to Eli. And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my 
lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the 
Lord. For this child I prayed; and the Lord has granted me the petition that I 
made to him. Therefore I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives, he is 
given to the Lord.’ 
She left him there for the Lord. 
 
Psalm 34  
I will bless the Lord at all times; 
    his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 
    let the humble hear and be glad. 
O magnify the Lord with me, 
    and let us exalt his name together. 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me, 
    and delivered me from all my fears. 
Look to him, and be radiant; 
    so your[a] faces shall never be ashamed. 
This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, 
    and was saved from every trouble. 
The angel of the Lord encamps 
    around those who fear him, and delivers them. 
O taste and see that the Lord is good; 
    happy are those who take refuge in him. 
O fear the Lord, you his holy ones, 
    for those who fear him have no want. 
The young lions suffer want and hunger, 
    but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 
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Come, O children, listen to me; 
    I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
Which of you desires life, 
    and covets many days to enjoy good? 
Keep your tongue from evil, 
    and your lips from speaking deceit. 
Depart from evil, and do good; 
    seek peace, and pursue it. 
The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
    and his ears are open to their cry. 
The face of the Lord is against evildoers, 
    to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears, 
    and rescues them from all their troubles. 
The Lord is near to the broken-hearted, 
    and saves the crushed in spirit. 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
    but the Lord rescues them from them all. 
He keeps all their bones; 
    not one of them will be broken. 
Evil brings death to the wicked, 
    and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
The Lord redeems the life of his servants; 
    none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 
Or 
Psalm 127 
Unless the Lord builds the house, 
    those who build it labour in vain. 
Unless the Lord guards the city, 
    the guard keeps watch in vain. 
It is in vain that you rise up early 
    and go late to rest, 
eating the bread of anxious toil; 
    for he gives sleep to his beloved. 
Sons are indeed a heritage from the Lord, 
    the fruit of the womb a reward. 
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
    are the sons of one’s youth. 
Happy is the man who has 
    his quiver full of them. 
He shall not be put to shame 
    when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. 
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Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 1: 3-7  
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we 
may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation 
with which we ourselves are consoled by God. For just as the sufferings of 
Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is abundant through 
Christ. If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we 
are being consoled, it is for your consolation, which you experience when you 
patiently endure the same sufferings that we are also suffering. Our hope for 
you is unshaken; for we know that as you share in our sufferings, so also you 
share in our consolation. 
OR 
Colossians 3:12-17  
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if 
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace 
of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. 
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.              
            
Gospel: Luke 2:33-35 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 
OR 
John 19: 25-27  
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 
mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your 
mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
 
Post Communion 
Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast you feed us in this 
sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: help us who have tasted 
your goodness to grow in grace within the household of faith; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
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April 6th – Fifth Sunday of Lent  

10.00am Group Service: Holy Communion at Mells led by David Gatliffe 

Collect 

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered 
on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading:  Isaiah 43 16-21  

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 
who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; 
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 
The wild animals will honour me, the jackals and the ostriches; 
for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my 
chosen people, 
the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise. 

Psalm 126 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
    we were like those who dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
    and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 
    ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 
The Lord has done great things for us, 
    and we rejoiced. 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
    like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
May those who sow in tears 
    reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, 
    bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
    carrying their sheaves. 
 
Second Reading:  Philippians 3.4b-14  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 

more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the 
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tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 

zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 

blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 

Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 

all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based 

on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 

sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may 

attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 

own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 

ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 

Christ Jesus.  

John 12 1-8 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha 
served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a 
pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped 
them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 
betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred 
denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this not because he cared 
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 
used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought 
it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor 
with you, but you do not always have me.’ 

Post Communion 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our 
brothers and sisters we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of 
others as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, 
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 
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April 13th – Palm Sunday  
9.30am Morning Prayer at Whatley led by Richard King 
11.00am Matins at Chantry led by Barry Davies  
 
Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human 
race sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to 
suffer death upon the cross: grant that we may follow the example of his 
patience and humility, and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 50 4-9a  
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. 
The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backwards. 
I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries?  Let them confront me. 
It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 
Psalm 31 
In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; 
    do not let me ever be put to shame; 
    in your righteousness deliver me. 
Incline your ear to me; 
    rescue me speedily. 
Be a rock of refuge for me, 
    a strong fortress to save me. 
You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 
    for your name’s sake lead me and guide me, 
take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 
    for you are my refuge. 
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Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
    you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 
You hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, 
    but I trust in the Lord. 
I will exult and rejoice in your steadfast love, 
    because you have seen my affliction; 
    you have taken heed of my adversities, 
and have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; 
    you have set my feet in a broad place. 
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; 
    my eye wastes away from grief, 
    my soul and body also. 
For my life is spent with sorrow, 
    and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails because of my misery, 
    and my bones waste away. 
I am the scorn of all my adversaries, 
    a horror to my neighbours, 
an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
    those who see me in the street flee from me. 
I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 
    I have become like a broken vessel. 
For I hear the whispering of many— 
    terror all around!— 
as they scheme together against me, 
    as they plot to take my life. 
But I trust in you, O Lord; 
    I say, ‘You are my God.’ 
y times are in your hand; 
    deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; 
    save me in your steadfast love. 
Do not let me be put to shame, O Lord, 
    for I call on you; 
let the wicked be put to shame; 
    let them go dumbfounded to Sheol. 
Let the lying lips be stilled 
    that speak insolently against the righteous 
    with pride and contempt. 
O how abundant is your goodness 
    that you have laid up for those who fear you, 
and accomplished for those who take refuge in you, 
    in the sight of everyone! 
In the shelter of your presence you hide them 
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    from human plots; 
you hold them safe under your shelter 
    from contentious tongues. 
Blessed be the Lord, 
    for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me 
    when I was beset as a city under siege. 
I had said in my alarm, 
    ‘I am driven far from your sight.’ 
But you heard my supplications 
    when I cried out to you for help. 
Love the Lord, all you his saints. 
    The Lord preserves the faithful, 
    but abundantly repays the one who acts haughtily. 
Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 
    all you who wait for the Lord. 
 
Second Reading:  Philippians 2  5-11  
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient 
to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Luke 22 14-23 
When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with 
him. He said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer; for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and 
divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of 
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’ Then he took a loaf of 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 
‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ And 
he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out 
for you is the new covenant in my blood. But see, the one who betrays me is 
with me, and his hand is on the table. For the Son of Man is going as it has 
been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!’ Then they 
began to ask one another which one of them it could be who would do this. 
Or 
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Luke 23 1-49 
Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They 
began to accuse him, saying, ‘We found this man perverting our nation, 
forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the 
Messiah, a king.’ Then Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ He 
answered, ‘You say so.’ Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, ‘I 
find no basis for an accusation against this man.’ But they were insistent and 
said, ‘He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee 
where he began even to this place.’ 
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when 
he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, 
who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was 
very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he 
had heard about him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. He 
questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief 
priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. Even Herod with 
his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an 
elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same day Herod and 
Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies. 
Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and 
said to them, ‘You brought me this man as one who was perverting the 
people; and here I have examined him in your presence and have not found 
this man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he 
sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. I will 
therefore have him flogged and release him.’ 
Then they all shouted out together, ‘Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas 
for us!’ (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that 
had taken place in the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, 
addressed them again; but they kept shouting, ‘Crucify, crucify him!’ A third 
time he said to them, ‘Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no 
ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then 
release him.’ But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he 
should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that 
their demand should be granted. He released the man they asked for, the 
one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed 
Jesus over as they wished. 
As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 
from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it 
behind Jesus. A great number of the people followed him, and among them 
were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus 
turned to them and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming 
when they will say, “Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, 
and the breasts that never nursed.” Then they will begin to say to the 
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mountains, “Fall on us”; and to the hills, “Cover us.” For if they do this when 
the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?’ 
Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 
him. When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 
there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[ Then Jesus 
said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’]] And 
they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but 
the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he 
is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, 
coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the 
Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King 
of the Jews.’ 
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, 
saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ 
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in 
the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands 
I commend my spirit.’ Having said this, he breathed his last. When the 
centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, ‘Certainly this 
man was innocent.’ And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this 
spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their 
breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the women who had followed 
him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 
 
Post Communion 
Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and in 
obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give us the mind to follow you 
and to proclaim you as Lord and King, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Good Friday – April 18th  
 
10.00 am Outdoor Service – at Mells between the river and the shop/cafe 
by the 'penny-farthings' Led by Richard King 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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April 20th - Easter Sunday 
 
9.30am: Holy Communion at Great Elm led by Robin Isherwood 
11.00am Holy Communion at Chantry led by Barry Davies  
 
Collect 
Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant 
that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him 
in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory 
and might, now and in all eternity. 
 
First Reading:  Acts 10 34-43  
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he 
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
OR 
Isaiah 65 17-25  
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice for ever in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, 
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit. 
They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; 
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for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labour in vain, or bear children for calamity; 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—and their descendants as well. 
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 
 
Psalm 118 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
    his steadfast love endures for ever! 
Let Israel say, 
    ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
Let the house of Aaron say, 
    ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say, 
    ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
Out of my distress I called on the Lord; 
    the Lord answered me and set me in a broad place. 
With the Lord on my side I do not fear. 
    What can mortals do to me? 
The Lord is on my side to help me; 
    I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
    than to put confidence in mortals. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
    than to put confidence in princes. 
 
All nations surrounded me; 
    in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; 
    in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
They surrounded me like bees; 
    they blazed like a fire of thorns; 
    in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, 
    but the Lord helped me. 
 The Lord is my strength and my might; 
    he has become my salvation. 
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 
‘The right hand of the Lord does valiantly; 
the right hand of the Lord is exalted; 
    the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.’ 
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I shall not die, but I shall live, 
    and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
The Lord has punished me severely, 
    but he did not give me over to death. 
Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing; 
    it is marvellous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 
    O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord 
    We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
The Lord is God, 
    and he has given us light. 
Bind the festal procession with branches, 
    up to the horns of the altar. 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
    you are my God, I will extol you. 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures for ever. 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 15 19-26  
 
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 
pitied. 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
have died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of 
the dead has also come through a human being  for as all die in Adam, so all 
will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, 
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he 
hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler 
and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  
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OR 
Acts 10 34-43  
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  We are witnesses to all that he 
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,  
not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 
Gospel  John 20 1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple 
set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look 
in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 
for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to 
her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away 
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said 
this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom 
are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if 
you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, 
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because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say 
to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen 
the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
 
 
Or 
Luke 24 1-12 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking 
the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the 
men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 
that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on 
the third day rise again.’ Then they remembered his words, and returning 
from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women 
with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an 
idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went 
home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
Post Communion 
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the 
death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us from 
the power of our enemy: grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore 
live with him in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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April 27th – Second Sunday of Easter  
9.30am Informal Service at Great Elm led by Richard King 
9.30am Morning Prayer at Mells led by Janet Cauldwell 
11.00am Matins at Chantry led by Val Rawlins  
 
Collect 
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise 
again for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and 
wickedness that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; 
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
First Reading:  Acts 5 27-32  
When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The 
high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach 
in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you 
are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.’ But Peter and the apostles 
answered, ‘We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of 
our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, so that he might 
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey 
him.’ 
Psalm 150 
Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
    praise him in his mighty firmament! 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
    praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
Praise him with trumpet sound; 
    praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
    praise him with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with clanging cymbals; 
    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
Let everything that breat 
 
Second Reading:  Revelation 1 4-8  
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, 
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. 
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To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to 
be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him; 
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.  So it is to be. Amen. 
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
Gospel John 20 19-31 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ 
But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put 
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name. 
 
Post Communion 
Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you have assured your 
children of eternal life and in baptism have made us one with him: deliver us 
from the death of sin and raise us to new life in your love, in the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

mailto:catmellsgroup@gmail.com

